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Travel Markets

Summary

Within the Paseo del Norte Corridor, trawlimandchallenges arelefined largely byne keytrip
purpose, daily work trips.The West Side developmentgamarily residential and mosiNorthwest
residents must rely on employment ather areasfor their income. In simple terms, the markets that
drive transportation needs the Paseo del Norte Corridare housing angmploymentand they are
not geographically balanced.

For context, lhe geographic coverage of thaseo deNorte High CapacityTransitSudy (PDNHCT®)
illustratedin Figure 1 Thestudy area includes the northwest part of Albuquerque and southern
Sandoval County eastward to th&3 corridor. The study area is centered along Paseo del Norte (PDN)
¢ an eastwestlimited access principal arterial highway that spans the northern portion of the
Albuguerque metropolitan area. This route is the highest volumeintanstate facility within the
Albuquerque region. Itis also the primary thoroughfare that connectlyiogt residential communities

to a large employment district along Nort25. This area, known as the Journal CerdeeFigure }, is
home to 38,000 jobs and is the City's largest employment center in terms of size and emplblgees.
discrepancy betwen what happens on either side of the Rio Grande is what defines the primary
transportation issue in th®aseo del Norteorridor.

Reasons for Travel in the Corridor

As it is in any community, the demand for travel revolves around a need to get to wsitfrignds and

relatives, shop, go to school, or seek entertainment or recreation opportunitieonmwest

Albuguerque, the need to access employmduating the peak periods onethe primary drives of

transportation demand. While other needs arepantant, they tend to be less timdependent and

havethe flexibility to use the transportation system imore efficient ways. Within the Northwest Area,

the Cottonwood Mall area provides one of the few employment opportunities in the area, but is a majo

retail center that serves not only the Northwest, but Rio Rancho and much of the metropolitan region.

Intel, insouthernRio Ranchds one of the largest employers in the region, but draws employees from

all over, not just from the NorthwestCapacityacross the Rio Grande is so limited thé&t8y | a NB JS NA !
commute contributes to transportation issues.

Other pockets oémployment are beginning to emerge in the Northwest such as health care and
government centers at key locations. However, as showigares 2 and 3, it appears to be insufficient
to offset the anticipatedyrowth in thedemand for jobs in the Northwest.

Housing and Jobs Imbalance

Growth forecasts in the region show that threbalancenoted above will be exacerbated over tiiears

given currentplans Population will grow in the Northwest with only a small increase in the number of
jobspercapita. At the same time, the Journal Center and other destinations east of the Rio Grande will
continue tobe the primaryattractions foremployees fromthe Northwest This means the challenges of
travel today particularly related to river crossingsill becomemore pronouncedn the future. Figures

2 and 3 show the changes between population and employment todayre2@B5and provide insigh

into impending issues as growth continues
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Figure 1: General Coverage for the Paseo del Norte High Capacity Transit Study
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Source: MRCOG Land Use Mode!

Y
U Paseo del Norte High Capacity Corridor Study 2035 Population Density Projection
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Figure 37 Employment Density in Albuquerque, 2008 and 2035
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As can be seein Figure 4the job emphasis remaim the east side of the river while most of the
population growth is on the west side. This leads to the transportation challenges being addressed in
the study.

Figure 4: Major Employment Center Locations within the Albuquerque Metropolitan Area
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In recognition of this worsening trend, efforts are underway to add more and larger employment
centers to the Westside. However, significanftshin the existing pattern will take many years to
realize thus current and nedgerm commute patterns will continue for the foreseeable future.

Existing and projected land use patterns and jbbssing distribution combined with the limited

number of rver crossing roadways within the metro area result in high travel demand on Eakeo

Norte. In 2010, thisixlaneexpressvay carried a daily traffic volume of 81,8@€hicles per day (vpd)

and an evening peak hour vohe of approximately 7 @0 vehiclesper hour (vph) Projections by

MRCOG indicate that the demand on this route will continue to increase over the next 20 years with
over 180,000 daily and 15,000 evening peak hour trips using the Paseo del Norte river bridge by year
2035.
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There are other populations beyond the housimployment link that affect the travel demand in the
Paseo del Norte Corridor, but their effect is not a significant determinant of transportation need. The
project team has collected information @number of other categories to verify their contribution to
travel demand, but the primary challenge is connecting population with employment across the Rio
Grande.

Transit -Dependent Populations from the 2010 CensusData

Seniorcitizensc As shown inigure5, while there are a few pockets of citizeaBove age sixt§ive in

Rio Rancho, most of the new development in Northwest Albuquerque does noafiddscriptionand

even in the larger region, this demographic does not appe&eta major factorm how the

transportation system operates. At the same time, this is a group that is most likely to show significant
growth over the coming years as the Baby Boom Generation reaches this age. While it is not a major
factor now, it could become one overdmext 20 or 30 yea@snd accommodations will have to be
considered to serve themrThis is a potentially valuable market in the Paseo del Norte Corridor.

Figure 57 Senior Citizen Population Density in 2010 (over age 65)
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' Paseo del Norte High Capacity Corridor Study Population over Age 65
Source: U.S. 2010 Census

People without access to a pate vehicle;ln Figures, the densest indicationf workers that do not
have a car liveon the east side of the river clustered around UNM ahohg Central Avenue, but based
on the numbers, the primary finding here is that there are few people witheaess to a vehicle in the
region.
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Figure 6 1 Density of Worker Population without Access to a Private Vehicle (2006 i 2010 5-Year
Estimate)
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RO METRE Source: American Community Survey 2006-2010 5 Year Estimate

Youth(under 18X Figure7 indicates,consistent with new growth in the wedhat there is a high

densty of people under 18 in the new developments west of the Rio Grande. This is a potential market
for transit emphasis because the numbarg already large ancan become significant as the area

grows.

Low income populations In Figure8, the main concetrations oflow income residentare in the
Central Corridor and portions of the Southeast Valley, but the numbers are relaivalland do not
contribute significantly to findings about travel
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Figure 77 2010 Density of Population under Age 18

Figure 8 17 Low Income Population Density (2006 i 2010 5-Year Estimate)
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