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Chapter	6:	Future	Directions	
This chapter discusses topics MRMPO is interested in studying or developing further 
between this MTP cycle and the next. In keeping with sound public participation 
practices, MRMPO will undertake studies and programs that are supported by member 
agencies and the general public. 

A.	Linking	Land	Use	and	Transportation	

MRMPO is interested in developing a regional plan for the greater Albuquerque area that 
incorporates objectives related to the integration of land use and transportation, livability, 
rapid growth and other quality of life related-issues. This plan would provide the 
opportunity to develop a new regional vision that would serve as the foundation for long-
range planning activities in the area.  

A general plan was developed for the MRCOG region (Bernalillo, Sandoval, Valencia 
and Torrance counties) in the late 1990s. This plan, Focus 2050, provided a vision for 
transportation, economic development, housing, water and open space planning. 
Although the plan was adopted by MRCOG, it was never adopted by local governments 
and has not become a guiding force in local or regional planning efforts.  

Since Focus 2050, regional decision makers and transportation planning partners have 
expressed renewed interest in working together to solve issues facing the metro area 
such as uncontrolled growth and the implications this type of growth has on the 
transportation network. A greater understanding of how transportation problems are 
often caused by land use decisions and development patterns is leading to a stronger 
belief in the need for integrated transportation and land use planning (and vice versa; 
poor transportation decisions can lead to poor land use outcomes).  

Transportation decisions have limited effect when they are reactive to land use 
development rather than considered concurrently. This type of disconnected planning 
hinders MRMPO’s ability to provide comprehensive and cost effective transportation 
solutions. Furthermore, because these issues transcend local jurisdictions, they require 
the region to collectively work together to solve them. MRMPO can be an important 
facilitator for this process, as the Metropolitan Transportation Board—consisting of 
elected officials from many of the local jurisdictions—already provides a regional forum 
for considering new ideas and solutions.  

In light of this, MRMPO supports development of a new, public-driven regional plan 
process with input from a diverse range of stakeholders. A new plan would provide the 
opportunity to create a region-wide growth and development vision and develop new 
regional sustainability goals related to land use and transportation integration, climate 
change, energy technology and livability. This effort would also analyze future growth 
scenarios and assess their impacts on the region as well as identify and support the 
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implementation of key projects linking transportation and land use in the region. The plan 
would build upon other similar efforts such as the City of Albuquerque’s and Bernalillo 
County’s Comprehensive Plan and Planned Growth Strategies, but would apply to the 
entire MRCOG region. It would serve as the region’s current guide to transportation, 
growth and sustainability.  

A new regional vision could also provide a framework for policy guidance for future 
MTPs. Other regions have followed this model where a regional plan provides the 
direction, vision and goals for lower-ranked plans and planning efforts. Transportation 
policies would be derived from the regional plan, and as a result future MTPs would be 
coordinated and consistent with other regional planning policies and focus areas. Better 
linkages between a regional plan and the MTP could help enhance the relevance of both 
plans, resulting in better planning outcomes for the greater Albuquerque area, 
particularly in regard to integrated land use and transportation planning. 

Planning for an Aging Population 
	
A stunning demographic fact that greatly impacts planning efforts in this region is that 
the over-65 population is projected to increase from the current 12 percent of the 
population to 20 percent by 2035. How this will affect the region—and how this 
population will be affected by the transportation system and the design of their 
communities—is profound. While this MTP does not specifically address this 
demographic trend, many of its goals, planned projects and strategies are targeted to 
help to improve mobility for all users. However, the potential implications of such a large 
segment of the population experiencing limited mobility due to age-related constraints, 
limited public transportation infrastructure and service, and the spread-out nature of the 
region mean greater attention will need to be paid to planning for this population. 
Connecting affordable housing to transportation, providing a more complete public 
transportation network, and targeting transit to serve activity centers and essential 
services (such as retail districts, hospitals, etc.) are examples of how transportation 
planners can address this issue.  
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B.	Alternative	Land	Use	Scenarios	

In the eight short years between 2000 and 2008, 20,000 residential acres were 
developed in the AMPA, increasing residential land area by 25 percent. The impact of 
this enlarged geographic footprint can be seen in the increase in vehicle miles traveled 
(VMT) which grew by 29 percent over the same time period. Fortunately, recent trends 
do not predetermine the future. Rather, planners are responsible for reviewing the 
consequences of existing policies to see if they are achieving regional goals. Scenario 
analysis is a powerful tool for informing this process so that decision-makers are better 
equipped to affect change. Scenario analysis allows planners to test alternative 
scenarios and simulate their impact on quality of life issues such as congestion, travel 
times, personal transportation costs and air quality. 

As an initial exercise and a starting point for discussion, MRMPO developed a compact 
development scenario that represents a first brush effort to understand how changes in 
land use patterns might impact travel behavior and the transportation network (a 
methodology document that describes the steps and results is presented in Appendix A). 
The results of this exercise show that the impacts of compact development on regional 
travel are significant. Improvements to the efficiency of the transportation network are 
evident in the summary statistics shown in Table 6-1.  

Table 6-1 Systemwide Travel Statistics for the PM Peak Hour in 2035 

PM Peak Hour MTP 2035 Compact Scenario Percent Difference 
Vehicle Hours of 
Delay 

160,154 123,654 -23% 

Vehicle Hours 
Traveled 

228,812 189,354 -17% 

Vehicle Miles 
Traveled 

3,077,065 2,946,946 -4% 

Average  
Speed 

13.4 15.6 16% 

 

Table 6-1 compares the compact development scenario with the 2035 MTP forecast, 
and illustrates that more compact growth results in fewer hours of delay and shorter 
distances of travel. This makes sense given that a greater number of people live closer 
to employment sites and services found on the Eastside. Most remarkably, perhaps, is 
that the average travel speed for the region increases. The reason for this is that by 
encouraging density and allowing for shorter trips overall congestion actually decreases 
and longer trips can be accomplished at faster speeds. In addition, portions of the AMPA 
that gain population under the compact development scenario are those best equipped 
to handle higher traffic volumes due to the presence of transit and a grid roadway 
system. 

Daily impacts on travel as a result of the compact development scenario are show in 
Table 6-2. Reductions in total and per capita miles traveled are achieved, along with 
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50,000 fewer trips across the river. The latter statistic is particularly significant given the 
severity of current and projected congestion and travel delay on the river crossings.  

Table 6-2: Daily Travel Statistics, 2035 

Daily Statistics MTP 2035 Compact Scenario Percent Difference 
Vehicle Miles Traveled 31,588,579 30,333,044 -4% 
Vehicle Miles Per Capita 23.8 22.8 -4% 
River Crossings 1,032,041 982,482 -5% 

 

While the results of this scenario development demonstrate that changes in land use 
patterns can have a substantial impact towards congestion mitigation, a true scenario 
analysis would involve a much larger effort that includes the development of several 
potential growth scenarios and significant participation from MRMPO’s committees and 
the public.  

Future alternative scenarios should include elements which were not considered in the 
scenario proposed in Appendix A. For example, the compact development scenario 
looks at the effects (on the roadway infrastructure) of relocating housing to areas that 
could accommodate the growth, but it does not consider the reduction in volume that 
would result from increased transit use, nor does the scenario consider the impact of 
future transit services on travel patterns. Likewise the compact development scenario 
omits potential alternatives in employment location patterns and their impact on 
commuting. Finally, the scenario does not evaluate the economic impacts of alternative 
land use patterns. Incorporating these considerations, and engaging in a regional 
planning process to develop more complete scenario analyses, are logical steps to 
pursue in the years to come. 

  	



 

6‐5  2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan 
 

6‐5 2035 MTP

C.	Reducing	Emissions	and	Addressing	Climate	Change	

The federal transportation reauthorization bill is likely to include provisions for 
greenhouse gas emission reduction requirements, and there have also been efforts to 
bring an energy and climate change bill before Congress. It is therefore reasonable to 
expect that greenhouse gas emissions reductions strategies will become a requirement 
for MPOs either through the passage of energy and climate change-related legislation or 
federal surface transportation legislation—or both. To date, there is currently no federal, 
state or regional requirement for MPOs to develop greenhouse gas reduction strategies 
or even to monitor greenhouse gas levels. However, there have been recent steps taken 
at the federal, state and local levels that are in the meantime helping to address climate 
change. 

Federal	Actions	
	

 The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency in May 2009 proposed regulations 
that would establish new volume standards for the amounts of renewable fuels 
that must be used in transportation fuels each year. 

 In April 2010, the U.S. Department of Transportation and the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency announced a greenhouse gas and fuel economy program for 
cars and light-duty trucks that would result in a combined fleet average standard 
of 35.5 miles per gallon by model year 2016 (the current car and light-truck fleets 
in the U.S. have fuel economies of 22.4 and 18 miles per gallon, respectively, 
and the fleet that entered the market as of 2008 had an average fuel economy of 
30 miles per gallon). 

 In October 2010, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and U.S. 
Department of Transportation announced the first national standards aimed at 
increasing fuel efficiency and reducing greenhouse gas emissions for heavy duty 
trucks and buses (although heavy trucks make up only 7.5 percent of vehicle 
miles traveled, nationally they produce 35 percent of on-road transportation 
emissions). 

 In May 2010, President Obama directed the Department of Energy to provide 
increased support for the deployment of advanced vehicles, including electric 
vehicles, and directed the Environmental Protection Agency to reduce non-
greenhouse gas pollutants from vehicles.  

 

State	and	Local	Actions	
	

 New Mexico instituted a goal of reducing emissions 75 percent below 2000 levels 
by the year 2050. 

 The New Mexico Environmental Improvement Board and the Albuquerque-
Bernalillo County Air Quality Control Board adopted emissions standards for new 
motor vehicles (the Clean Car Rule) in 2007. These regulations will go into effect 
in model year 2016. 

 Ex-Governor Richardson issued an Executive Order to reduce emissions 
associated with energy use and transportation in state government operations. 
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 The New Mexico Department of Transportation is “committed to the principle of 
an environmentally responsible transportation system” as stated in the 
Department’s Guiding Principles.  

 The City of Albuquerque has developed a Climate Action Plan. One of the 
strategies listed in the plan is to engage jurisdictions in a coordinated planning 
effort to develop a regional land use and climate performance strategy. The plan 
also calls for MRMPO to be a stakeholder in Albuquerque’s efforts to become the 
most walkable and bicycle-friendly city and the city with the best transit service in 
the Southwest. 

 
Future state-wide strategies may take several forms. The New Mexico Climate Change 
Action Plan recommended the following strategies in response to transportation-related 
greenhouse gas emissions: a State Clean Car program (being implemented); pay as you 
drive insurance, which would provide financial incentive for driving less by reducing 
insurance fees for those who drive less; alternative fuels use; transit-oriented 
development (TOD); intermodal freight initiatives; and lower speed limits. 

MRMPO	Actions	
	
Actions that are currently being implemented or considered by MRMPO also play a role 
in reducing greenhouse gas emissions, even though that was not necessarily their 
primary or intended purpose. Examples of such actions include the Congestion 
Management Process-based Project Prioritization Process, which rewards alternate 
modes of transportation projects by making them more likely to receive federal funding; 
and complete streets, currently being considered by MRMPO, which promote more 
multi-modal transportation networks.   

However, to date, MRMPO has not begun active work on greenhouse gas emission 
reduction strategies. With or without federal or state legislation requiring MRMPO to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, the creation of regional strategies for mitigating and 
adapting to climate change will be needed and will be pursued. 

Strategies MRMPO will investigate include:  

 Developing a greenhouse gas (or vehicle miles traveled, as a proxy) reduction 
target. A reduction target could set a fixed target (e.g., 20 percent reductions 
below 2000 levels), a per capita target (more fair for growing areas), or a target in 
relation to a projected future baseline. 

 Evaluating the effects potential strategies would have on greenhouse gas 
emissions reduction efforts. For example, evaluating the effect different land use 
strategies would have on the vehicle miles traveled in the region. 

 Developing policies and strategies related to the reduction of greenhouse gases 
through strategies such as land use development, user fees, transportation 
choices and technology. 

 Making climate change more central to the MTP or incorporating climate change 
considerations into the Project Prioritization Process. 
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Table 6-3: Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction Strategies 

 

Source: Moving Cooler, Urban Land Institute, 2009 

Pr
ici

ng
 

St
ra

teg
ies

 
La

nd
 U

se
 an

d 
Sm

ar
t G

ro
wt

h 
St

ra
teg

ies
 

No
n-

mo
to

riz
ed

 
Tr

an
sp

or
tat

ion
 

St
ra

teg
ies

 

Pu
bli

c 
Tr

an
sp

or
tat

ion
 

Im
pr

ov
em

en
t 

St
ra

teg
ies

 

Re
gio

na
l R

ide
 &

 
Ca

r S
ha

rin
g a

nd
 

Co
mm

ut
ing

 
St

ra
teg

ies
 

Re
gu

lat
or

y 
St

ra
teg

ies
 

Op
er

ati
on

al 
& 

ITS
 

St
ra

teg
ies

 
Bo

ttl
en

ec
k R

eli
ef1  

Pa
rki

ng
 

pri
cin

g 
Ad

op
tio

n o
f 

urb
an

 gr
ow

th 
bo

un
da

rie
s 

Ad
op

tio
n o

f 
co

mp
let

e 
str

ee
ts 

po
lic

ies
 

Lo
we

r fa
res

 an
d 

dis
co

un
ted

 
pa

ss
es

 

Hi
gh

 O
cc

up
an

cy
 

Ve
hic

le 
(H

OV
) 

lan
es

 

No
n-m

oto
riz

ed
 

zo
ne

s i
n C

BD
s 

an
d a

cti
vit

y 
ce

nte
rs 

“E
co

-dr
ivi

ng
” tr

ain
ing

 
pro

gra
ms

 
Inv

es
tm

en
ts 

in 
ex

ist
ing

 hi
gh

wa
y 

bo
ttle

ne
ck

s 

Co
ng

es
tio

n 
pri

cin
g 

De
ns

ity
 ta

rge
ts 

Cr
ea

tio
n o

f 
co

nti
nu

ou
s 

ne
tw

ork
 of

 bi
ke

 
rou

tes
 an

d “
bik

e 
sta

tio
ns

” 

Inc
rea

se
d l

ev
el 

of 
se

rvi
ce

 on
 

ex
ist

ing
 ro

ute
s 

an
d i

mp
rov

ed
 

tra
ve

l ti
me

s 

Pu
bli

c, 
pri

va
te 

or 
no

n-p
rof

it c
ar 

sh
ari

ng
 

org
an

iza
tio

ns
 

Pa
rki

ng
 

res
tric

tio
ns

 
im

po
se

d i
n 

urb
an

 ar
ea

s 

Fr
ee

wa
y m

an
ag

em
en

t 
(re

al-
tim

e i
nfo

rm
ati

on
 an

d 
op

era
tio

na
l a

dju
stm

en
ts 

ba
se

d o
n t

ha
t in

for
ma

tio
n; 

ram
p m

ete
rin

g; 
ITS

) 

Hi
gh

wa
y 

inv
es

tm
en

ts 
to 

im
pro

ve
 tra

ffic
 flo

w 
& 

red
uc

e 
co

ng
es

tio
n  

Int
erc

ity
 to

lls
 

Pe
de

str
ian

 an
d 

bic
yc

le 
frie

nd
ly 

ne
igh

bo
rho

od
s 

Inc
lus

ion
 of

 
bu

ffe
red

 
sid

ew
alk

s w
ith

 
pe

de
str

ian
 

am
en

itie
s 

Pr
ov

isi
on

 of
 

ne
w 

se
rvi

ce
 

Em
plo

ye
r-b

as
ed

 
tel

ew
or

k a
nd

 
co

mp
res

se
d 

wo
rk 

we
ek

 
pro

gra
ms

 

Na
tio

na
l s

pe
ed

 
lim

it l
ow

ere
d 

wi
th 

inc
re

as
ed

 
en

for
ce

me
nt 

Inc
ide

nt 
ma

na
ge

me
nt 

 

Pa
y-a

s-y
ou

 
dri

ve
 

ins
ura

nc
e 

Tr
an

sit
-

ori
en

ted
 

de
ve

lop
me

nt 

Tr
aff

ic 
ca

lm
ing

 
me

as
ure

s 
Ex

pa
ns

ion
 of

 
ex

ist
ing

 in
ter

cit
y 

bu
s a

nd
 ra

il 
se

rvi
ce

s 

On
-lin

e r
ide

 
ma

tch
ing

, 
va

np
oo

l s
erv

ice
s, 

an
d g

ua
ra

nte
ed

 
rid

e h
om

e 
pro

gra
ms

 

 
Ro

ad
 w

ea
the

r 
ma

na
ge

me
nt 

 

Ve
hic

le-
mi

les
 

tra
ve

led
 fe

e 

Inc
en

tiv
es

 fo
r 

ag
en

cie
s (

e.g
., 

fun
din

g) 
to 

he
lp 

ac
hie

ve
 

ob
jec

tiv
es

 

 
 

Em
plo

ye
r-o

ffe
red

 
dis

co
un

ts 
for

 
mo

nth
ly 

tra
ns

it 
pa

ss
es

 

 
Tr

aff
ic 

ma
na

ge
me

nt 
ce

nte
r 

 

Mo
tor

 fu
el 

tax
 or

 
ca

rbo
n p

ric
e 

 
 

 
Ma

nd
ato

ry 
SO

V-
red

uc
tio

n 
pro

gra
ms

 

 
Ar

ter
ial

 m
an

ag
em

en
t 

 

 
 

 
 

Em
plo

ye
r-

ou
tre

ac
h  

 
Tr

av
ele

r in
for

ma
tio

n 
 



 

6
 

D.	I

In ad
trans
includ
public

Livab

The U
in 20
and m
DOT’
trans
aims 
plann
Initiat
Depa
Agen
goals
livabi

1
2

3
4
5

6

MRM
it can
princ
focus
which
and s
fundi
and o

 

6‐9  2035 Me

mprovin

dition to the 
portation int
de as part of
c health and

ble Commu

U.S. Departm
09. The initia
more access
’s goal is to 
portation is 
to accompli

ning with com
tive was the 

artment of Ho
ncy for the la
s would be p
lity principle

. Provide m

. Promote e
housing  

. Enhance 

. Support e

. Coordinat
investmen

. Value com
neighborh
 

MPO will inve
n best suppo
iples in the A

s on policies 
h the organiz
supporting e
ng and gran
other related

etropolitan Tr

ng	Quali

developme
tegration, MR
f its transpor

d complete s

unities 

ment of Tran
ative aims to
sible transpo
“build livable
available to 
sh this goal 
mmunity dev
creation of 

ousing and U
aunch of the 
properly impl
es:  

more transpo
equitable, af

economic co
existing com
te policies a
nt  
mmunities a
hoods   

estigate the w
ort and pursu
AMPA. Thes
and program

zation has s
xisting comm

nt opportuniti
d sources. 

ransportation

ty	of	Life

nt of a regio
RMPO is loo
rtation plann

streets. 

nsportation (
o improve qu
ortation that s
e communiti
all people, r
in several w

velopment. O
an unpreced
Urban Deve
Sustainable
emented. Th

ortation choic
ffordable 

ompetivenes
munities  
nd leverage

nd 

ways in whic
ue livability 
se efforts wil
ms over 
ome control
munities. MR
ies offered a

	

n Plan 

e	

nal plan tha
oking into se
ning activities

(DOT) launc
uality of life f
serves the n
es, where sa
regardless o
ways, one of 
On the heels
dented partn
lopment and

e Communiti
he partnersh

ces  

ss  

 

ch 

l 

, such as pr
RMPO will a
as part of the

Pictu

t focuses on
everal other i
s. These are

ched a Livab
for American
needs of ind
afe, conveni

of what mode
which is inte

s of the Livab
nership betw
d the U.S. E
es initiative
hip is guided

roviding mor
also continue
e Sustainabl

ure 6-2: Liva

n land use a
important ar
eas include l

le Communi
ns and creat
ividual comm
ient and affo
e they use.” 
egrating tran
ble Commun

ween the DO
nvironmenta
to ensure th

d by the follo

re transporta
e to pursue f
e Communi

able Street  

2035 MTP

nd 
reas to 
livability, 

ities Initiative
te efficient 
munities. Th
ordable 
The DOT 

nsportation 
nities 

OT, the U.S. 
al Protection
hat these 
owing six 

ation choices
federal 
ties Initiative

6‐9 P

e 

e 

n 

s 

e 



 

6‐
 

Publ
	
At the
prote
safety
new c
that r
conce
forefr
grow
built e
our tr
great
healt
Ambi
are, i
base
public
show
interc

Overa
segre
diabe
two d
Cente
had a
had a
of les
NM H
medi
schoo
causi
contr
moda
trans
the b
bicyc

MRM
mean
has b
Safet
pede
their 

10  2035 Me

lic Health 

e core of pla
ecting public 
y, and there
challenges t
respect. Pub
erns are com
ront, in part, 
ing awarene
environment
ransportation
tly affects ov
h and well-b
ent Air Qual
n fact, a res
d concerns a
c health. For

wn to impact 
changes and

all, a poorly 
egated land 
etes, certain 
decades the 
er for Chron
an obesity ra
an obesity ra
ss than 10 pe
Healthier We
cal expendit
ol students d
ing rising ob
ributing facto
al transporta
portation op
icycle and p

cle and walk 

MPO will dire
ns including 
been done in
ty is a vital c
strians will im
greater use.

etropolitan Tr

anning is 
health and 
 are increas

to address in
blic health 
ming to the 
because of 

ess of how th
t (which incl
n network) 
verall levels o
being. Nation
lity Standard
ult of health
and standar
r example, e
respiratory h

d large arteri

connected t
uses can re
cancers and
country has
ic Disease P

ate of 15 per
ate of less th
ercent in 199

eight Counci
tures that are
did not enga

besity rates, 
ors. A particu
ation network
ptions other t
pedestrian ne

more which

ct attention 
improved sa

n the past an
consideration
mprove the 
. Programs s

ransportation

singly 
n 

the 
he 
udes 

of 
nal 
ds 
- 

rds are estab
emissions fro
health, partic
ials.  

transportatio
sult in a sed
d arthritis, an

s experience
Prevention a
rcent or more
han 20 perce
90 to a rate 
l, an estimat
e attributable

age in any ph
transportatio
ularly import
k (studies ha
than driving 
etworks and
 will help the

toward impr
afety, prioriti
nd investigat
n because im
comfort-leve
such as Safe

Pic

n Plan 

blished with 
om motorize
cularly for re

on system co
dentary lifest
nd increasin

ed an obesity
and Health P
e. However 
ent. New Me
of 25 to 29 p
ted $324 mil
e to obesity,
hysical activ
on planners 
ant challeng

ave shown th
alone have 
 transit serv
e population

roving public
zing alterna
ting develop
mproving con
el associated
e Routes to 

cture 6-3: W

the main pu
ed transporta
esidential are

ombined with
tyle that con
ng health car
y epidemic. A

Promotion da
by 2008 onl

exico has go
percent in 20
llion is spen
, and in 2007

vity. Although
have the ab

ge to addres
hat commun
lower obesit

vice, people a
n be more ac

c health in th
tive modes o

pment of a co
nditions for b
d with these 
School and 

Walking for 

urpose of pro
ation source
eas near ma

h widely disp
tributes to h
re costs. Ov
According to
ata, in 1985 
ly one state,
ne from an o
008. Accord
t annually on
7 17 percen
h many facto
bility to influe
ss is providin
nities with via
ty rates). By
are encoura

ctive and hea

he region thr
of travel mo
omplete stre
bicyclists an
 modes and
complete st

Physical Ac

2035 MTP

otecting 
s have been

ajor 

persed and 
eart disease
er the last 
o National 
no U.S. stat
, Colorado, 
obesity rate 

ding to the 
n adult 
t of high 
ors are 
ence some 
ng a multi-
able 
y enhancing 
aged to 
althy.   

ough variou
re so than 

eets policy. 
nd 
 encourage 
treets can 

ctivity  

6‐10 P

n 

e, 

te 

s 



 

6‐
 

make
for al
with m
objec
built o
minim

Com
	
Comp
sidew
safe 
pede
trans
Beca
supp
appe
they a
and i
syste
stree

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Comp
states
Trans
progr
moto

In the
Mesil
these
stand
Desig

11  2035 Me

e strides tow
l users of th
member age
ctively evalua
or implemen

mize adverse

mplete Stree

plete streets
walks that ar
and conveni
strians, bicy
it users of a

ause complet
ort safer and
aling travel o
are an effec
mproving th

em. Followin
ts elements

sidewalks
bus pull-o
street furn
bus shelte
traffic calm
pedestria
sidewalk 
bike lanes
ample cro
treatment
bus lanes
 

plete streets
s, MPOs an
sportation re
rams at the s
rist safety.  

e State of Ne
lla have ado
e policies de
dards is often
gn Solutions

etropolitan Tr

ward providin
e transporta

encies on He
ate the pote

nted. An HIA
e health outc

ets 

s are streets 
re designed 
ient travel fo

yclists, motor
ll ages and a
te street stra
d more conv
options for a

ctive way of m
e transporta
g is a list of 
: 

s   
outs 
niture 
ers and cros
ming measu
n refuge me
bulb-outs 
s 
ossing oppor
ts for disable
s 

s policies are
d local jurisd

ecently bega
state and loc

 

ew Mexico, t
opted comple
pends on im
n required. S

s (CSS) polic

ransportation

ng the region
ation system
ealth Impact
ntial health e

A can provide
comes. 

and 
to provide 

or 
rists and 
abilities. 
ategies 
venient and 
all users, 
managing 
ation 
complete 

ssings 
ures 
edians 

rtunities 
ed travelers

e gaining po
dictions arou
an encouragi
cal levels as

 

the City of L
ete streets re

mplementatio
Similarly, the
cy, but CSS

n Plan 

n with more m
. Another too
t Assessmen
effects of a p
e policy and 

pularity and 
und the coun
ing the adop

s a way of im

as Cruces, D
esolutions. H
on measures
e NMDOT ha
application o

Picture 6
Transfor

multimodal o
ol MRMPO i
nts (HIA). An
project, polic
design reco

have been 
ntry. The U.S
ption of comp

mproving ped

Doña Ana C
However, the
s, and theref
as adopted a
occurs only 

6-4: Comple
rmation  

options and 
is pursuing i
n HIA is used
cy or progra
ommendatio

adopted by 
S. Departme
plete streets
destrian, bicy

County, and t
e true effect
fore re-visitin
a Context S
along specif

ete Streets 

2035 MTP

safe routes 
is working 
d to 
m before it i
ns to 

a number of
ent of 
s policies an
yclist and 

the Town of 
iveness of 
ng design 
ensitive 
fic corridors

6‐11 P

s 

f 

d 

f

.  



 

6‐12  2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan 
 

6‐12 2035 MTP

Although no complete streets policies have been adopted in the AMPA, the City of Rio 
Rancho is looking into complete streets implementation, and the City of Albuquerque 
hopes to adopt by spring 2011 a plan with similar intent, the Great Streets Facility Plan. 
Complete streets and “great streets” are similar in that they both aim to develop multi-
modal streets; however, there are important differences. First, the City of Albuquerque’s 
Great Streets initiative addresses building and site design factors while complete streets 
policies usually only include the public right-of-way. Second, whereas all streets in the 
region classified as collector and above would be considered under a complete streets 
initiative, Great Streets is focused on a series of specific corridors and does not 
constitute a regional street design policy.  

MRMPO supports adoption of complete streets policies at the local level and believes a 
complete streets policy at the regional level would be beneficial as well. The advantage 
of a regionally-implemented program is that complete streets could be built across the 
metropolitan area in a comprehensive manner rather than in individual jurisdictions, thus 
providing greater opportunity for a more fully-interconnected multi-modal street network 
that benefits all users. Complete streets also have great potential for encouraging mode 
shift and responding to identified regional challenges such as safety, air quality, climate 
change, bicycle connectivity, pedestrian access and public health.  
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E.	Economic	Activity	

Economic Impact Model 

Recently MRCOG expanded the ability of its economic impact model to interact with the 
travel demand model and analyze the impact of changes to the transportation network. 
MRMPO expects that this tool will allow for a more comprehensive integration of land 
use, transportation, and economic analysis so that planners may anticipate how an 
investment in one of these elements will impact the others. Furthermore, adding an 
element of economic analysis will allow for a more informed decision-making process for 
selecting near and long term projects for funding. 

There are several ways that this new capability will enhance MRMPO’s ability to plan for 
the future of the region. For instance, this new feature has the ability to project the 
economic impacts of transportation investment proposals. In the past, projects could 
only be considered based on how much they cost and the perceived benefit to the 
region. Now, the model will be able to quantify benefits as transportation cost savings, 
increase in network efficiency, and lower business costs due to improved accessibility to 
goods and services.  

Another feature of the model is the ability to measure the economic benefit of a single 
investment across jurisdictional lines. Planners can analyze seven regions which include 
each county, both major cities, and City of Albuquerque east and west of the river. This 
capability will substantially enhance understanding of intra-regional economic impacts 
and provide a mechanism that allows members to consider how a project that may not 
be located in their municipality may still be of economic benefit to their constituents. 
Other improvements include analyzing the impacts of construction phases of 
transportation facilities and simulating impacts for alternative modes including transit, 
freight, air travel and rail. Even details such as changes to electricity and water 
infrastructure, safety policy, entry and exit of businesses and fuel usage can be 
incorporated. 

Housing and Transportation Affordability 

The effects of transportation on our daily lives can be explored in various ways through 
environmental, social and economic impacts such as reduced air quality, how our streets 
encourage or discourage social connections and personal transportation costs as part of 
our household expenses. This last concept—transportation expenses understood as a 
part of household expenses—has gained attention through the Center for Neighborhood 
Technology’s (CNT) work on calculating how much households across the country are 
spending on transportation in an effort to measure true housing affordability. CNT has 
shown what many have ignored for decades: that “cheaper” housing found on the fringes 
is actually less affordable when associated transportation costs are factored in because 
of longer travel distances to jobs and services and less available public transportation.  
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User Fees 

As is the case with most metropolitan areas around the country, there are more 
transportation infrastructure needs in our region than revenue and funding sources to 
meet them. One way to solve this perpetual dilemma is to begin moving toward a more 
user fees-oriented approach in order to finance needed transportation infrastructure. 
Examples of user fees are regular tolls, high occupancy toll (HOT) lanes,1 congestion 
pricing and vehicle miles traveled charges. User fees not only help finance infrastructure, 
but they can also reduce congestion in networks with limited capacity. Thus they can 
provide additional benefits such as reduced vehicle miles traveled in the region and 
fewer pollutants emitted, including greenhouse gases.   

Our region will have to become more innovative with financing transportation 
improvements as the area grows and is forced to provide more facilities and service 
despite constrained funds from traditional sources. Funds will be increasingly 
constrained because of reduced fuel tax revenues from the higher use of alternative 
fuels and more fuel efficient vehicles. 

MRMPO plans to investigate the feasibility of phasing in user-based fees for needed 
investments in future years within the 2035 horizon. Investigation into user-based-fees 
issues such as equity, legislative requirements, technological issues and the viability of 
high occupancy toll lanes as well as other user-based-fees methods are likely next 
steps. 

   

                                                            
1 High occupancy toll (HOT) lanes are managed facilities that charge fees (tolls) for use of designated HOT 
roadway lanes. Tolls may vary according to congestion levels on the facility and fees may or may not be 
waived for public transportation vehicles and carpools (vehicles with at least one or more passengers). 
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